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Event Summary J
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In light of the discussions towards FP10 and the new European Research and Innovation
(ERA) Agenda 2025-2027, this Science Briefing explores how Research Infrastructures
(RIs) can play a decisive role in advancing Europe’s competitiveness and addressing the
acute skills gap in the age of AL

We will present examples of leading European research and competence centres that
are shaping the future of science: the Paul Scherrer Institute (PSI), part of the ETH
Domain in Switzerland, offering a unique array of large research infrastructures and
highly competitive research activities in basic and applied sciences, and the European
Molecular Biology Laboratory (EMBL), Europe’s only international life sciences research
organisation and member of the European Intergovernmental Research Organisation
Forum (EIROForum).

In the panel we will address the following questions:

- How can RIs be best leveraged within FP10 and the European Research Area to
boost competitiveness?

- Which strategic challenges in research policy does Europe face to remain globally
competitive in light of geopolitical shifts and rapid technology developments?

- How can RIs help Europe retain talent and provide valuable services to society?

We are looking forward to a discussion with the European Commission, national
representatives, European stakeholder organisations, research infrastructure
representatives and the scientific community.
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https://www.psi.ch/en
https://ethrat.ch/en/eth-domain/portrait-eth-domain/
https://ethrat.ch/en/eth-domain/portrait-eth-domain/
https://www.embl.org/
https://www.eiroforum.org/

Event Agenda

From 15:00
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Registration

15:30 - 15:40

Welcome

Alexander Renggli, Deputy Head, Mission of Switzerland to
the EU

15:40 - 16:15

16:15 - 16:50

SwissCore

Paul Scherrer Institute - keynotes

The role of large research infrastructures for European
competitiveness in science
Mirjam van Daalen, Head of Communications, PSI

Imaging technology development and the computational
challenges of the corresponding large data analysis
Adrian Wanner, Group Leader, Center for Life Sciences, PSI

European Molecular Biology Laboratory - keynotes

Powering European Competitiveness through cutting-
edge life sciences
Plamena Markova, Chief of International Relations, EMBL

Ushering in a new era of research, how AI shapes the life
sciences: the example of AlphaFold
Sameer Velankar, Team leader and senior scientist, EMBL

Moderation: Alexander Hasgall, Head of International Funding
Policy, Swiss National Science Foundation
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Event Agenda

16:50 - 17:50

17:50 - 18:05

18:05 - 19:15
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Panel discussion

The contribution of research infrastructures to European
competitiveness

Mirjam van Daalen, Head of Communications, PSI
Anne-Charlotte Fauvel, EU Relations Lead, EMBL

Christophe Dessimoz, Executive Director, SIB Swiss
Institute of Bioinformatics

Iason Dougenis, Policy Officer for Research Infrastructures,
DG RTD, European Commission

Moderation: Simon Pickard, Network Director,
Science|Business

Closing and Outlook

Dominik Sobczak, Deputy Head of Unit Industrial
Research, Innovation and Investment Agendas, DG RTD,
European Commission

Networking Apéro
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Speakers and Moderators

Mirjam van Daalen, Head of Communications, Paul Scherrer Institute (PSI)

Mirjam van Daalen is the Head of international communication at the Paul Scherrer Institute
in Switzerland since 2021. Before, she was Chief of Staff of PSI’s Photon Science Division and
engaged in the leadership of numerous European collaborations, such as FELs of Europe.
Mirjam also acted as Vice Chair of the LEAPS coordination board.

Adrain Wanner, Group Leader at the PSI Center for Life Sciences

Adrian Wanner is a PSI group leader, and a leading researcher on connectomics (high
resolution 3D imaging and image reconstruction of brain tissue) working with Google on image
reconstruction. To pursue his vision, he has obtained substantial funding from the NIH and
received support via the SERI transitional measures for a successfully evaluated ERC Starting
and EIC Accelerator Grants. He is also founder of ariadne.ai an Al-based image analysis
company for biomedical images.

Plamena Markova, Chief of International Relations, EMBL

Plamena Markova is the Chief of International Relations at EMBL. She holds an LL.M in Public
International Law from Leiden University in the Netherlands and has over 10 years of
experience in the NGO, IGO and public relations sectors. In her position at EMBL, Plamena
provides strategic and political advice and oversees the coordination of all matters related to
engagement with member states, EU institutions and global partners. She is also a member
of the EMBL Directorate.

Sameer Velankar, Team Leader Protein Data Bank in Europe (PDBe), Head of
Macromolecules, Structure, Chemistry and Bioimaging, EMBL-EBI (European Bioinformatics
Institute)

Sameer Velankar leads the Protein Data Bank in Europe (PDBe) team at the EMBL-European
Bioinformatics Institute. The team develops essential macromolecular structure resources and
tools for biologists and other life scientists. As a founding partner of the Worldwide Protein
Data Bank organisation, we work on the Protein Data Bank (PDB). We also manage the
community-led PDBe - Knowledge Base resource and the AlphaFold Protein Structure
Database, a collaboration with DeepMind.

Christophe Dessimoz, Executive Director, SIB Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics

Christophe is the Executive Director of SIB Swiss Institute of Bioinformatics, the national
organisation for biological and biomedical data science. SIB is renowned for its high-quality
databases and knowledgebases, widely used globally and increasingly essential for training
and testing AI methods. SIB also serves as the Swiss node of ELIXIR , the European research
infrastructure for biological information.
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Speakers and Moderators

Iason Dougenis, Policy Officer for Research Infrastructures, DG RTD, European Commission

Iason Dougenis is a Policy Officer for Research Infrastructures at the Directorate-General for
Research and Innovation of the European Commission. His academic background is in Physics
and Public International Law.

Dominik Sobczak, Deputy Head of Unit, Industrial Research and Investment Agendas, DG
RTD, European Commission

Dominik Sobczak graduated in Finance, Banking, and European Studies from Warsaw School
of Economics. Since joining the European Commission in 2005, he has advanced the research
agenda in socio-economic sciences and humanities, covering topics like macroeconomics,
finance, and youth. In 2014 he joined the Research Infrastructures unit coordinating the
support of the European Commission to ESFRI and following up the implementation of the
ESFRI Roadmap. In June 2023 Dominik joined the Industrial Research, Innovation and
Investment Agendas unit, where he is in charge, among others, of developing the European
approach to Technology Infrastructures.

Alexander Hasgall, Head of International Funding Policy, Swiss National Science
Foundation (SNSF)

Before joining the SNSF, Alexander Hasgall has been Head of the European University
Association Council for Doctoral Education (EUA-CDE) and coordinated a collaborative
programme of the Swiss Rectors Conference on Research Assessment in the Social Sciences
and Humanities. He studied philosophy and history and holds a PhD of the University of Zurich.
In addition, he has working experience in the NGO sector and as a freelance journalist.

Simon Pickard, Network Director, Science|Business

Simon Pickard leads on network engagement and development for Science|Business, Europe’s
leading media company specialised in R&I policy matters, in line with the company’s growth
strategy. He previously held directorial positions with The Academy of Business in Society
(ABIS) network and IDAS Global, a technology solutions provider to the global cash industry.
Simon holds master’'s degrees in modern languages from the University of Oxford and in
business administration from HEC Paris School of Management.
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